THE    AMERICAN    PRESIDENTS
had grown away from his democratic dream. He treated
the rule of Big Business as a temporary accident in the life
of America, instead of as the foundation fact of its politics.
All he accomplished, therefore, was to interrupt this rule
for a few years, leaving the business men ready to carry on
as if he had never been.
For three years in succession Roosevelt was elected to the
state legislature, and in 18 84 he was a delegate to the Repub-
lican National Convention.   This was the Convention that
nominated   Blame.     Roosevelt  fought  the   nomination,
making it quite clear that he knew how undesirable Elaine
was; nevertheless, he supported the party after the nomina-
tion, refusing to secede with the Mugwumps.   He justified
himself on the ground that the only way to do anything in
American politics is by working within the party organiza-
tion, and that If every honest man in politics abandons his
party each time it does anything of which he disapproves,
he is merely, with a false show of virtue, handing the
country over to the dogs.   But the main reason for Roose-
velt's "regularity," and for much of his subsequent success,
is that by nature he was an intense partisan.    He did not
have to make allowance for his party, any more than a boy
has to make allowance for his school team; he instinctively
felt that Republicans, at least as compared with Democrats,
wtre always in the right.
Although he had stood by the party, Roosevelt was
tiot popular with the Blaine faction.   His political future was
insecure, so he wisely decided to retire from the field, for
die time being.   In the summer of 18 84, he went West to a
:attle ranch he had recently bought in North Dakota.
The underlying motive for this flight from the world was
die personal tragedy that had come upon him the previous
printer.,   His wife had died in February 1884, a tew days
ifter giving birth to a daughter, and only a few hours after
die death of Roosevelt's mother.    His exuberance was
Temporarily quenched by the double blow.    "Black care
rarely sits behind a rider whose pace is fast enough," he
wmte a few years later; but the sudden ending of his roman-
StiaHr happy marriage could not be escaped by any forcing